Heritage Square Mixed-Use Project
Community Meeting
December 4, 2018
Segment II -EIR Scoping Meeting

Role of the EIR Consultant
• California Environmental Quality Act Compliance
• City of Signal Hill is the Lead Agency under CEQA, responsible for
assessing the project’s environmental impacts and providing
opportunities for public review and comments regarding that
assessment, prior to making a decision on the project.

• Michael Baker International (MBI) has been retained by the City to
prepare an EIR that analyzes the environmental impacts of the
Project, identifies ways to lessen impacts, and clarifies the
environmental issues and choices
• Our job is to conduct an independent and objective analysis, to
inform the City’s planning review process
• The EIR Consultant is not an advocate for a particular decision

CEQA PROCESS
• Preliminary Assessment and EIR Scoping
(underway)
• Develop detailed project description as the
foundation for assessment of short-term and longterm project impacts
• Conduct detailed environmental impact assessment
• Circulate for public review and comment
• Prepare Final EIR and Findings
• Make Project Decision—proposal or alternatives
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APPROACH TO ANALYSIS - 1
Scoping
• Initial Study-screen out types of impacts that won’t
occur and those with clearly less than significant
impacts. For example –agriculture and forest
resources, biological resources, recreation.
• Frame issues of concern based on research
concerning current and past site conditions,
environmental setting, surrounding land uses and
street network, project characteristics,City staff and
community input, etc.
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APPROACH TO ANALYSIS - 2
Impact Analysis/EIR Preparation
• Complete technical studies and assess impacts with
respect to significance thresholds.
– Studies underway: visual character, air quality, cultural
resources, geology/seismicity, greenhouse gases, hazards,
hydrology and water quality, noise, traffic

• Consider cumulative and growth inducing effects
• Develop alternatives for comparative assessment. City
may elect to approve an alternative or a hybrid scenario.
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Preliminary Topics for Study in the EIR
Aesthetics/Lighting
Air Quality
Cultural Resources
Energy
Geology, Soils, and
Seismicity
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• Growth-Inducing Effects
• Hazards and Hazardous
Materials
•
•
•
•
•

• Hydrology, Water Quality,
and National Pollution
Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES)
• Noise
• Transportation/Traffic
• Tribal Cultural Resources
• Utilities and Service Systems

Next Steps
• Notice of Preparation Process
• NOP Comment period ends December 28
• Review comments in response to Notice of
Preparation and finalize Scope of EIR
• Prepare Draft EIR—anticipated release in April-May
2019
• Public Hearings on Draft EIR and Project – late
summer and Fall 2019

Please submit your
comments to:
Colleen Doan, Planning Manager
City of Signal Hill
Community Development Department
2175 Cherry Avenue
Signal Hill, CA 90755 or
by email to CDoan@CityofSignalHill.org
with the subject heading:
“Heritage Square Project NOP Comments”

Public Comments Regarding Scope of EIR
• If you have additional environmental concerns not
offered in earlier public comments, please come
forward and state those concerns now
• Or…you may submit written comments later, until
December 28, as we just mentioned
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